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[Paragraph1]

John Kérry understands the ideals of comm[mity, faith and service because they've defined his life.
From his heroic service to Vietnam to his yéars as a présecutor and lieutenant gévernor, through
two decades in the United States Sénate, he's devoted himself to this céuntry. Agéin and agéin,
we've seen him make téugh choices when easier ones were available. His values and his record

affirm whét is bést in ﬁs.

[Paragraph2]

John Kérry believes in an America where hard work is rewérded; so instead of 6ffering tax breaks
to cémpanies shipping jébs overséas, he 6ffers them to cémpanies creéting jébs hére at héme.
John Kérry believes in an America where all Americans can afford the same health céverage our
poIiticians in Wéshington have for themselves. John Kérry believes in énergy indepéndence, so we
aren’t held héstage to the préfits of oil cémpanies or the sébotage of féreign oil fields. John Kérry
believes in the cénstitﬁtional fréedoms that have méde our céuntry the énvy of the wérld, and he
will never sacrifice our basic liberties nor use faith as a wédge to divide us. And John Kérry believes

thatin a déngerous world war must be an 6ption sémetimes, but it should never be the first 6ption.



[Paragraph3]

You knéw, a while back - awhile back | met a yéung man named Seamus in a V.F.W. Hall in East
Moline, lllinois. He was a géod-léoking kid, six twé, six thrée, clear éyed, with an éasy smile. He
told me he’d jéined the Marines and was héading to Iréq the féllowing week. And as | listened to
him explain why he’d enlisted, the absolute faith he had in our country and its leaders, his devotion

to dﬁty and sérvice, I théught, this young mén was éll that ény of us might éver hbpe forin a child.

[Paragraph4]

But then | asked myself, “Are we sérving Seamus as well as he is sérving us?" | théught of the nine
hundred men and women -- sons and déughters, husbands and wives, friends and néighbors who
won’t be retﬁrning to their own hometowns. | théught of the families I've met who were strﬁggling to
get b{/ without a loved one’s full income, or whose loved ones had returned with a limb missing or

nerves shéttered, but still lacked Ibng—térm health benefits because they were Reservists.

[Paragraphb5]

When we send our yéung men and women into harm’s wéy, we have a solemn obligétion not to
fﬁdge the numbers or shade the truth about why they're géing, to care for their families while
they're géne, to tend to the soldiers upon their retﬁrn, and to never ever gé to war without enéugh

tréops to win the wér, secﬁre the péace, and éarn the respéct of the wérld.



