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[Paragraph1]

Tonight, we géther to affirm the gréatness of our Nétion, not because of the héight of our
ski/scrapers, or the péwer of our military, or the size of our ecénomy. Our pride is based on a véry
simple prémise, summed up in a declaration made over two hundred yéars agé: We hold these
truths to be sélf—évident, that all men are created équal, that they are endowed by their Creator with

cértain inélienable rights, that among thése are Iife, Liberty and the pursﬁit of Héppiness.

[Paragraph2]

That is the true génius of América, a faith - a faith in simple dréams, an insistence on small
miracles, that we can tuck in our children at night and know that they are fed and clothed and safe
from hérm; that we can séy what we think, write what we think, withéut héaring a sﬁdden knéck on
the déor; that we can have an idea and start our own business without péying a bribe; that we can
participate in the political précess without fear of rétribﬁtion; and that our votes will be counted - at

Iéast, mést of the time.



[Paragraph3]

This year, in this eléction, we are célled to reaffirm our vélues and our commitments, to héld them
agéinst a hard reélity and see how we're méasuring (Jp, to the Iégacy of our forbearers and the

promise of future generations.

[Paragraph4]

And fellow Américans, Démocrats, Repﬁblicans, indepéndents, I séy to yéu tonight: We have more
work to do...more work to db, for the workers | met in Gélesbﬁrg, iIIinéis, who are Iésing their union
jébs at the Méytag plént that’s méving to México, and now are héving to compéte with their own
children forjébs that péy seven bucks an héur; more to do for the father that | met who was Iésing
his jéb and chéking back the téars, wéndering how he would péy 4,500 dollars a month for the
drﬁgs his son needs without the health benefits that he counted on; more to do for the yéung
woman in East St. Léuis, and thousands more like her, who has the grédes, has the drive, has the

wiII, but doesn’t have the méney togoto céllege.

[Paragraph$]

Néw, dén’t get me wréng. The péople I méet - in sméll téwns and big cities, in diners and 6ffice
pérks - they don'’t expéct gévernment to sélve éII their prbblems. They knéw they have to wérk hérd
to gét ahéad, and they want to. Go into the collar counties around Chicégo, and péople will tell you
they don’t want their tax méney wésted, by a welfare égency or by the Péntagon. Go in - Go into
ény inner city néighborhood, and folks will tell you that gévernment alone can't teach our kids to

Iéarn; they know that pérents have to téach, that children can’t achieve unless we raise their



expectétions and turn off the television sets and eradicate the slander that séys a black yéuth with

a book is acting white. They know those things.

[Paragraph6]

Péople dén’t expéct -- péople dén’t expéct gévernment to sélve all their préblems. But they sénse,
déep in their bénes, that with just a slight chénge in priérities, we can make sﬁre that every child in
America has a decent shot at Iife, and that the doors of 6pportunity remain 6pen to all. They know
we can do better. And they want that choice. In this eléction, we offer that choice. Our pérty has
chosen a man to lead us who embodies the best this céuntry has to offer. And that man is John

Kérw.



