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[Paragraph1]

Thank you, Dick Durbin. You make us all préud. On behalf of the gréat state of iIIinéis, crossroads
of a nétion, Iénd of Lincoln, Iét me expréss my déepest grétitude for the privilege of addréssing this
convention. Tonight is a particular honor for me becéuse, let's face it, my présence on this stége is

prétty unlikely.

[Paragraph2]

My father was a féreign stﬁdent, born and raised in a small village in Kénya. He gréw (Jp hérding
géats, went to school in a tin- roof shack. His father - my gréndfather --was a céok, a domestic
servant to the British. But my gréndfather had Iérger dreams for his son. Through hard work and
persevérance my father gét a schélarship to stﬁdy ina mégical place, América, that shone as a

béacon of fréedom and 6pportfmity to sé mény who had céme befére.

[Paragraph3]

While stﬁdying hére, my father met my mother. She was born in a town on the other side of the

wérld, in Kansas. Her father worked on oil rigs and farms through most of the Depréssion. The déy



after Pearl Herbor, my grendfather signed Lip for dpty; jeined Patton's ermy, marched across
Eprope. Back heme, my grendmother raised a beby and went to work on a bomber assembly line.
After the wer, they stridied on the GI BiII, beught a heuse threugh F.H.A., and Ieter meved west én
the wey to Haweii in search of epportpnity. And they, too, had big dreams for their deughter. A

common dream, born of two continents.

[Paragraph4]

My perents shered net only an imprebable Ieve, they shered an abiding feith in the possibilities of
this nation. They would give me an African neme, Bareck, or "blessed," beIieving that in a tolerant
America your name is no barrier to success. They imegined — They imegined me geing to the best
schools in the Iend, even theugh they weren't rich, because in a generous America yeu don't have
to be rich to achieve your potential. They're both pessed awey now. And yet, | know that on this

night they look down on me with great pride.

[Paragraph$]

They stand here -- And | stand here todey, greteful for the diversity of my heritage, aware that my
perents' dreams live on in my two precious deughters. | stand here knewing that my stery is pert of
the Ierger American stery, that | owe a debt to all of those who came before me, and that, in no

other cpuntry on earth, is mi/ stery even ppssible.



